SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS

200 Angell Road, Cumberland, Rhode Island 02864
"Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you
pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not
overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall
not consume you. For I am the Lord your God the Holy One of Israel, your Savior."
Isaiah 43:1-3
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Organist – Mr. Vance Westgate
Home Worship Liturgy
January 3, 2021

CALL TO WORSHIP
People of God, where have you come from?
From a dark and weary world, we have come.
People of God, how did you get here?
We followed the star in the sky.
People of God, what do you know?
We know what it is to be covered in darkness. We know what it is to feel like you’ve
lost your way. And we know what it is to brave the darkness and walk by faith, not
by sight.
People of God, who are you?
We are people who have seen a star, who have come to believe in the power of light
in the darkness—in the power of God to redeem a dark and weary world.
For unto us a child has been born—Emmanuel, God-With-Us.
Hope-With-Us.
Love-With-Us.
Now and forevermore.

HYMN—“Angels from the Realms of Glory”
Angels from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth.
Refrain:
Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King.
Shepherds, in the field abiding,
Watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing;
Yonder shines the infant light:
Repeat Refrain
Sages, leave your contemplations,
Brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great Desire of nations;
Ye have seen His natal star:
Repeat Refrain
All creation, join in praising
God, the Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising
To th’eternal Three in One.
Repeat Refrain
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GATHERING PRAYER
O God who walks as light upon paths of darkness, who comes as bread to a hungry world, who
comes as a sign of peace between enemies, a sign of welcome to the unwanted, who comes as
a star that makes the wise and powerful leave their kingdoms and journey to poor Bethlehem,
come and be born in us today, that we might become the way of Christ in the world this year.
We pray in the name of Jesus, Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON—Matthew 2:1-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East
came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the
star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the
child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When
they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house,
they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by
another road.

HYMN—“We Three Kings of Orient Are”
We three kings of Orient are;
Bearing gifts we traverse afar,
Field and fountain, moor and mountain,
Following yonder star
Refrain:
O star of wonder, star of light,
Star with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still proceeding,
Guide us to thy perfect light.
Born a king on Bethlehem’s plain,
Gold I bring to crown him again,
King forever, ceasing never,
Over us all to reign
Repeat Refrain
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SERMON
Rev. David Pierce
“Stories of Faith and Humanity”

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

Let us remember the following people in our prayers this week:
Cara Burns’ friend Judith Little, on the loss of her son, Dillon
Raymond La Ninfa
Lloyd Richmond, Wade Richmond’s father
Sarah Roque, sister of Amanda Choiniere, continuing treatments for cancer
Rachael Cassidy, friend of Amanda Choiniere, recently diagnosed with cancer
Scott Dutilly, a friend of Laurie Ezovski
Dan Stevenson’s friend, Rich Parkes, who is recovering at home
Prayers of mercy and healing for Bill Caldwell, who is recovering at home
Carol Smith, Margaret Ordonez’s sister
All healthcare providers and essential workers
Anna Brandenburg-Schroeder, Lea Dau’s sister
Lisa Fabianski, friend of Diane and Wade Richmond
Cameron Hewey
George Labonte
Karli LamontagneJason Nelson, nephew of Deb Dennis
Lindsay-Rae, daughter of Jim and Brenda Verdoia
Joe Machado is requesting prayers for Jake Crane, Joe Resendes,
Aunt Alice, Cousin Gail, Lucy Gaspar, and family and friends
Please pray for our Chapel members and friends in nursing homes:
Irene Smith, Ruth and Fredrick Hooks
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The Deacons of Four Corners Community Chapel, in consultation with our church Council,
and based on recommendations from the Southern New England Conference of the UCC,
previously decided to continue suspending in-person Sunday worship services through at least
the end of September.
During the Fall, we adopted a plan that would alternate in-person services held on the front
lawn of the Chapel with online-only services. On the weeks when we gathered in-person, the
service was recorded and made available after the fact. On the other weeks, we created a prerecorded service similar to the type we have had in place since mid-March.
Based on the latest recommendations from the Governor and the Rhode Island Department of
Health, we have decided to suspend all in-person worship services until further notice. All
Worship Services will be pre-recorded and made available on our website.
We will continue to work creatively and intentionally to partner with and financially support
our various mission efforts both locally and globally, knowing how important it is to provide
for the least among us at this time especially. In addition, our Deacons are working to keep us
connected by providing congregational care through weekly phone calls. Church At
Home services will continue online. Please check back to our website
(https://www.fourcornerschapel.org) regularly for updates.
If you have any questions about how you can be part of worship either in-person
or online, please reach out to Pastor David or one of our Deacons.
During these uncertain times, should you need assistance in some way, please contact
the church office or Pastor David. We take it as our calling from God to do what we can
to provide for each other's needs as best we can. Our Chapel office is now operating
remotely. Phone messages will be checked during the week, so please continue to
call the office at 401-333-6171 if you have any questions or concerns, and
leave a message. Please note that your call may not be returned immediately.
When sending mail to the Chapel, including any financial pledges or donations,
please send it to 200 Angell Road, Cumberland, RI 02864.
Please do not send any mail to our PO Box at this time.

Likewise, you may also reach out to us via email by contacting us at
office@fourcornerschapel.org, as email will also be checked throughout the week.
We will continue to use Constant Contact to reach out to you via group emails. If you have
not signed up to receive “Down on the Corner” electronic newsletters, please visit our
website and click the blue banner at the bottom of the home page to sign up.
In addition to our electronic newsletter, we will also be
providing updates through the Chapel’s Facebook page.

WORSHIP NEWS FOR NEXT WEEK:
SUNDAY, JANUARY 10, 2021
On January 10th, we will worship online. Please visit our website
(www.fourcornerschapel.org) and click on the “Church At Home” page
for the links to the Worship Service and the online bulletin.

We have begun sending the 2020 Year-End Giving Statements. Statements are
automatically made available to every individual who made a financial contribution
to Four Corners Community Chapel during 2020. In addition to a dozen statements that were
emailed to those who originally requested them, printed statements have been mailed along
with 2021 giving envelopes to those who have requested 2021 giving envelopes.
We encourage everyone to receive their statement electronically, as it helps to cut
down on paper waste and on postage costs. To receive your statement electronically,
please sign up on the “2020 Giving Statements” page on our website
(www.fourcornerschapel.org). Or you can contact the office (office@fourcornerschapel.org,
or 401-333-6171). Your statement will be emailed to you during the month of January.
All other statements will be sent out via regular mail.

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY
In response to the abundant generosity of God in our lives, and to the faithfulness
of God in times of scarcity, let us be generous towards one another today.
Financial gifts to our church go to support our life and ministry together, including the work
we do to provide compassion and community for our local and worldwide neighbors.
Here are some ways to financially support the Chapel:
BY MAIL
Mail a check to Four Corners Community Chapel, 200 Angell Road, Cumberland, RI 02864
ONLINE BILL PAY
You can set up one-time or recurring donations using online bill pay with your bank
ONLINE GIVING
Giving one-time or recurring gifts online is secure and convenient. Simply click the icon on our
home page (fourcornerschapel.org) and follow the prompts. Donations can be made from
your checking or savings account, or by using a credit or debit card.
TEXT GIVING
Text "4ccc" and the amount that you want to give to 73256. You will receive a return text click on the link provided and follow the prompts. Donations can be made from your checking
or savings account, or by using a credit or debit card.
To make a long-term financial commitment
For 2021, visit our website at
www.fourcornerschapel.org
MAKE AN ONLINE PLEDGE
Click “Online Pledge Form 2021”
and complete the online pledge form
PRINT A PLEDGE CARD
Click “Online Pledge Form 2021” and
Click “print a pledge card”
Please contact the Chapel office if you have any questions:
401-333-6171 or office@fourcornerschapel.org

