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  "Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you 
pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not 

overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall 
not consume you.  For I am the Lord your God the Holy One of Israel, your Savior." 

Isaiah 43:1-3 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

“The kingdom of God is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in their field; it is 
the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a 
tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 

“The kingdom of God is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures 
of flour until all of it was leavened.” 

“The kingdom of God is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in 
their joy they go and sell all that they have to buy that field. 

The kingdom of God is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of 
great value, they go out and sell all they have, and buy it. 

“The kingdom of God is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 
when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out 
the bad.” 

“The kingdom of God is like a landowner who went out to hire laborers for his vineyard.  
After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard.  
At the end of the day, no matter what hour of the day they were hired, each laborer 
receives the same amount of pay.  So the last will be first and the first will be last.” 

“The kingdom of God is like a shepherd who leaves 99 good, well-behaved sheep behind to go 
out in search of the one who got away.” 

“The kingdom of God is like an eccentric host who throws a party, and when all the 
invited guests turn out to have better things to do, they go out into the streets and back 
alleyways and bring in the poor and everyone who has nothing to add to the table.” 

A seed… 
     some flour… 
          buried treasure… 
               pearls… 
                    all kinds of fish caught up together… 
                         all sorts of workers working together… 
                              a shepherd… 
                                 a host. 
In a field…  
in a kitchen… 
in a marketplace… 
on a beachfront… 
in a vineyard… 
in a wilderness… 
at a table. 
     The kingdom of God is at hand today… 
         in your hand… 
              where you are… 
                   is the kingdom of God. 

 



HYMN—“ Bless the Lord (O My Soul)” 

 
       Chorus: 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul 
Worship his holy name 
Sing like never before, O my soul 
I'll worship Your holy name 
 
The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning 
It’s time to sing your song again  
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me 
Let me be singing when the evening comes 
 
You’re rich in love and you’re slow to anger  
Your name is great and Your heart is kind 
For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing 
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find 
 
And on that day when my strength is failing 
The end draws near and my time has come 
Still, my soul will sing Your praise unending 
Ten thousand years and then forevermore 
 
© 2011 Used by permission ASCAP #8837 
Words & Music by Matt Redman 

 

 



OLD TESTAMENT LESSON—1 Kings 3:1-15a 
 
Solomon made a marriage alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt; he took Pharaoh’s daughter 
and brought her into the city of David, until he had finished building his own house and the 
house of the Lord and the wall around Jerusalem.  The people were sacrificing at the high 
places, however, because no house had yet been built for the name of the Lord. 
Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David; only, he sacrificed and 
offered incense at the high places.  The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the 
principal high place; Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar.  At Gibeon 
the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I should give 
you.”  And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father 
David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of 
heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him 
a son to sit on his throne today.  And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in 
place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come 
in.  And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so 
numerous they cannot be numbered or counted.  Give your servant therefore an 
understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who 
can govern this your great people?” 
 
It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this.  God said to him, “Because you have asked 
this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but 
have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to your 
word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and 
no one like you shall arise after you.  I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and 
honor all your life; no other king shall compare with you.  If you will walk in my ways, keeping 
my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your 
life.” 
 
Then Solomon awoke; it had been a dream. 
 

 



 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON—Matthew 13:31-32, 51-53 

 
Jesus put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that 
someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown 
it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make 
nests in its branches.” 
 

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.”  And he said to them, “Therefore every 
scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who 
brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”  When Jesus had finished these 
parables, he left that place. 
 
 
 

 
  

 
SERMON 

Rev. David Pierce 
 
 

 
 



PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

Let us remember the following people in our prayers this week: 
 

For the reconciliation of all God’s children on our city streets and in our communities 

Andy Porder’s sister Ami, waiting for brain surgery 
Dan Stevenson’s friend, Rich Parkes, who is at Miriam Hospital, and for his family 

Prayers of mercy and healing for Bill Caldwell, who is recovering at home 
Kim Tanguay, who is recovering from a motorcycle accident 

Carol Smith, Margaret Ordonez’s sister 
Those battling with mental illness and depression 

All healthcare providers and essential workers 
Anna Brandenburg-Schroeder, Lea Dau’s sister 

Lisa Fabianski, friend of Diane and Wade Richmond 
Cameron Hewey 
George Labonte 

Karli Lamontagne 
Jason Nelson, nephew of Deb Dennis 

Lindsay-Rae, daughter of Jim and Brenda Verdoia 
Mary Wells, friend of Mark and Diane Lamontagne 

Joe Machado is requesting prayers for Jake Crane, Joe Resendes,  
Aunt Alice, Cousin Gail, Lucy Gaspar, and family and friends 

 

Please pray for our Chapel members and friends in nursing homes:  
Bob Gilson, Joe Chopy, Irene Smith, Ruth and Fredrick Hooks 

 

If you would like to have a name added to this weekly list of prayers,  
or if you know that a name you added can now be removed, please  

email the office at office@fourcornerschapel.org  
or call the Church Office at (401) 333-6171. 
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WE WILL GATHER FOR WORSHIP NEXT SUNDAY, AUGUST 2ND, AT  

9:30 AM ON ZOOM.  THIS WILL GIVE US ALL AN OPPORTUNITY TO  

SEE ONE OTHER, TO SHARE IN WORSHIP LIVE, AND ALSO TO  

CELEBRATE COMMUNION AS PART OF THE SERVICE. 

A ZOOM LINK WILL BE SENT OUT LATER THIS WEEK. 

 

 

 



 

The Deacons of Four Corners Community Chapel, in consultation with our church Council,  

and based on recommendations from the Southern New England Conference of the UCC,  

have decided to continue suspending in-person Sunday worship services through at least  

the end of September.   This decision does not mean that the work and community of  

our church will be stopped, or even slowed down, at all.  We will continue to  

work creatively and intentionally to partner with and financially support our various  

mission efforts both locally and globally, knowing how important it is to provide for the  

least among us at this time especially. In addition, our Deacons are working to keep us 

connected by providing congregational care through weekly phone calls.  Church At  

Home services will continue online.    Please check back to our website 

(https://www.fourcornerschapel.org) regularly for updates.   

 

During these uncertain times, should you need assistance in some way, please contact  

the church office or Pastor David.  We take it as our calling from God to do what we can  

to provide for each other's needs as best we can.  Our Chapel office is now operating  

remotely.  Phone messages will be checked during the week, so please continue to 
call the office at 401-333-6171 if you have any questions or concerns, and leave a message.  

Please note that your call may not be returned immediately.  When sending mail to the 
Chapel, including any financial pledges or donations, please send it to 200 Angell Road, 

Cumberland, RI 02864.  Please do not send any mail to our PO Box at this time. 
 

Likewise, you may also reach out to us via email by contacting us at 

office@fourcornerschapel.org, as email will also be checked throughout the week. 

We will continue to use Constant Contact to reach out to you via group emails.  If you have  

not signed up to receive “Down on the Corner” electronic newsletters, please visit our  

website and click the blue banner at the bottom of the home page to sign up. 
 

In addition to our electronic newsletter, we will also be  

providing updates through the Chapel’s Facebook page. 
 

 



 

 


