FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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"Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you
pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not
overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall
not consume you. For I am the Lord your God the Holy One of Israel, your Savior."
Isaiah 43:1-3
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GATHERING HYMN—“O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL”
Verse 1:
O come, O come, Emmanuel
And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel
Verse 2:
O come thou dayspring, come and cheer
Our spirits by thine Advent here
And drive away the shades of night
And pierce the clouds and bring us light
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel.
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

CALL TO WORSHIP — THE CANDLE OF JOY
Today is the fourth Sunday in Advent. We light the Candle of Joy today. Like all the other
lights of Advent that have come before it, Joy is not wishful thinking. Joy is not the happiness
we feel when things go our way, or we get something we want.
Joy is a blazing flicker in the darkness.
Joy is a voice crying out in the wilderness saying, “Make straight the way of the Lord,”
and refusing to be silenced.
Joy is the shoot that comes out of the stump.
Joy is the realization that in our emptiness, we are the full working hand of God.
Joy is love realized, hope realized, peace realized.
Joy is the word of the prophet, proclaiming: “The wilderness and dry land shall be glad, the
desert shall rejoice and blossom abundantly. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the
feeble knees. Say to those who are of fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God.
He will come and save you.’”
Joy has come among us! Let us give thanks and worship God together.

HYMN — “JOY TO THE WORLD”

LESSON ONE —“ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH”
Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Shepherds why this jubilee
Why these songs of happy cheer?
What great brightness did you see?
What glad tidings did you hear?
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Come to Bethlehem and see
Him Whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee,
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
See him in a manger laid
Whom the angels praise above
Mary, Joseph lend your aid
While we raise our songs in love
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

SCRIPTURE LESSON—Luke 1:39-56
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s
greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed
is she who believed that there would be[e] a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the
Lord.”
And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”
And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her home.

“AWAY IN A MANGER”
Away in a manger
No crib for His bed
The little Lord Jesus
Lay down His sweet head
The stars in the sky
Look down where He lay
The little Lord Jesus
Asleep on the hay
The cattle are lo’ing
The poor Baby wakes
But little Lord Jesus
No crying He makes
I love Thee, Lord Jesus
Look down from the sky
And stay by my side
'Til morning is nigh
Be near me, Lord Jesus
I ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever
And love me, I pray
Bless all the dear children
In Thy tender care
And take us to Heaven
To live with Thee there

LESSON TWO—“A CHRISTMAS HALLELUJAH”

LESSON THREE—“IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR”
It came upon the midnight clear,
That glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth,
To touch their harps of gold;
“Peace on the earth, good will to men,
From Heav’n’s all-gracious King.”
The world in solemn stillness lay,
To hear the angels sing.
Still through the cloven skies they come
With peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heav’nly music floats
O’er all the weary world;
Above its sad and lowly plains,
They bend on hov’ring wing,
And ever o’er its Babel sounds
The blessed angels sing.
For lo!, the days are hastening on,
By prophet bards foretold,
When with the ever-circling years
Comes round the age of gold
When peace shall cover all the earth
Its ancient splendor fling,
And the whole world give back the song
Which now the angels sing.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

LESSON FOUR—“THE MAGNIFICAT”
Vance Westgate, Composer

BENEDICTION

Let us remember the following people in our prayers this week:
The Chopy family, on the passing of Joseph Chopy Sr.
Cara Burns’ friend Judith Little, on the loss of her son, Dillon
Raymond La Ninfa
Lloyd Richmond, Wade Richmond’s father
Sarah Roque, sister of Amanda Choiniere, continuing treatments for cancer
Rachael Cassidy, friend of Amanda Choiniere, recently diagnosed with cancer
Scott Dutilly, a friend of Laurie Ezovski
Dan Stevenson’s friend, Rich Parkes, who is recovering at home
Prayers of mercy and healing for Bill Caldwell, who is recovering at home
Carol Smith, Margaret Ordonez’s sister
All healthcare providers and essential workers
Anna Brandenburg-Schroeder, Lea Dau’s sister
Lisa Fabianski, friend of Diane and Wade Richmond
Cameron Hewey
George Labonte
Karli LamontagneJason Nelson, nephew of Deb Dennis
Lindsay-Rae, daughter of Jim and Brenda Verdoia
Joe Machado is requesting prayers for Jake Crane, Joe Resendes,
Aunt Alice, Cousin Gail, Lucy Gaspar, and family and friends
Please pray for our Chapel members and friends in nursing homes:
Irene Smith, Ruth and Fredrick Hooks
If you would like to have a name added to this weekly list of prayers,
or if you know that a name you added can now be removed, please
email the office at office@fourcornerschapel.org
or call the Church Office at (401) 333-6171.
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The Deacons of Four Corners Community Chapel, in consultation with our church Council,
and based on recommendations from the Southern New England Conference of the UCC,
previously decided to continue suspending in-person Sunday worship services through at least
the end of September.
During the Fall, we adopted a plan that would alternate in-person services held on the front
lawn of the Chapel with online-only services. On the weeks when we gathered in-person, the
service was recorded and made available after the fact. On the other weeks, we created a prerecorded service similar to the type we have had in place since mid-March.
Based on the latest recommendations from the Governor and the Rhode Island Department of
Health, we have decided to suspend all in-person worship services until further notice. All
Worship Services will be pre-recorded and made available on our website.
We will continue to work creatively and intentionally to partner with and financially support
our various mission efforts both locally and globally, knowing how important it is to provide
for the least among us at this time especially. In addition, our Deacons are working to keep us
connected by providing congregational care through weekly phone calls. Church At
Home services will continue online. Please check back to our website
(https://www.fourcornerschapel.org) regularly for updates.
If you have any questions about how you can be part of worship either in-person
or online, please reach out to Pastor David or one of our Deacons.
During these uncertain times, should you need assistance in some way, please contact
the church office or Pastor David. We take it as our calling from God to do what we can
to provide for each other's needs as best we can. Our Chapel office is now operating
remotely. Phone messages will be checked during the week, so please continue to
call the office at 401-333-6171 if you have any questions or concerns, and
leave a message. Please note that your call may not be returned immediately.
When sending mail to the Chapel, including any financial pledges or donations,
please send it to 200 Angell Road, Cumberland, RI 02864.
Please do not send any mail to our PO Box at this time.

Likewise, you may also reach out to us via email by contacting us at
office@fourcornerschapel.org, as email will also be checked throughout the week.
We will continue to use Constant Contact to reach out to you via group emails. If you have
not signed up to receive “Down on the Corner” electronic newsletters, please visit our
website and click the blue banner at the bottom of the home page to sign up.
In addition to our electronic newsletter, we will also be
providing updates through the Chapel’s Facebook page.

WORSHIP NEWS FOR NEXT WEEK:
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2020
On December 27th, we will worship online. Please visit our website
(www.fourcornerschapel.org) and click on the “Church At Home” page
for the links to the Worship Service and the online bulletin.

SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION
CREATING A FOUNDATION OF FAITH AND FELLOWSHIP
FOR CHILDREN GRADES K - 5
Registration is now open for Sunday School 2020 – 2021.
Please visit our website (fourcornerschapel.org) to access our online Sunday
School registration form. Please contact Amanda if you have any questions.
amanda@fourcornerschapel.org

We are preparing to send the 2020 Year-End Giving Statements. Statements are
automatically made available to every individual who made a financial contribution
Four Corners Community Chapel during 2020.
We encourage everyone to receive their statement electronically, as it helps to cut down
on paper waste. To receive your statement electronically, please sign up on the “2020
Giving Statements” page on our website (www.fourcornerschapel.org). Your statement
will be emailed to you during the month of January. All other statements will be sent
out via regular mail.

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY
In response to the abundant generosity of God in our lives, and to the faithfulness
of God in times of scarcity, let us be generous towards one another today.
Financial gifts to our church go to support our life and ministry together, including the work
we do to provide compassion and community for our local and worldwide neighbors.
Here are some ways to financially support the Chapel:
BY MAIL
Mail a check to Four Corners Community Chapel, 200 Angell Road, Cumberland, RI 02864
ONLINE BILL PAY
You can set up one-time or recurring donations using online bill pay with your bank
ONLINE GIVING
Giving one-time or recurring gifts online is secure and convenient. Simply click the icon on our
home page (fourcornerschapel.org) and follow the prompts. Donations can be made from
your checking or savings account, or by using a credit or debit card.
TEXT GIVING
Text "4ccc" and the amount that you want to give to 73256. You will receive a return text click on the link provided and follow the prompts. Donations can be made from your checking
or savings account, or by using a credit or debit card.
To make a long-term financial commitment
For 2021, visit our website at
www.fourcornerschapel.org
MAKE AN ONLINE PLEDGE
Click “Online Pledge Form 2021”
and complete the online pledge form
PRINT A PLEDGE CARD
Click “Online Pledge Form 2021” and
Click “print a pledge card”
Please contact the Chapel office if you have any questions:
401-333-6171 or office@fourcornerschapel.org

MISSIONS NEWS
Normally at this time of year, the missions board is preparing gift tags to hang on the tree in
the sanctuary, and encouraging chapel members and friends to select a tag and purchase the
gift item. The gifts are donated to children at Adoption RI and Children's Friend, as well as a
local family or two.
This year, there is still a need to help these children and families, but the agencies are unable
to accept actual gift items due to COVID restrictions. The missions board is still committed to
conducting our tag tree event, but it will look a bit different this year!

Christmas Eve Services
This year, our Christmas Eve services are going to look a good bit different.
Due to ongoing public health concerns, we won't be able to gather in the
church sanctuary. But this doesn't mean we won't be gathering to
celebrate the birth of Christ. This year we have 3 opportunities for
you to connect in community and worship.
Afternoon Carols 1 - 2 p.m.
Pull into the church parking lot, roll the windows down, and listen to the
sound of carols ringing from the steeple. Come and go as you like!
Evening "Zoom to the Stable" 5 p.m.
This online Zoom gathering will be a chance to visit with one another. We'll hear the Christmas
story read, have a time of sharing about "What Didn't Make Your Christmas Wish List This
Year?" and children young and old will get to participate in a homemade pageant. There will
also be candlelight and moments of prayer. (Link to Zoom will be sent separately).
Christmas Eve Service 6 p.m.
A link to our full Christmas Eve service will be available
on our church Facebook page and through email.
The story of Christmas is that God did not come where, when, how,
or to whom the world thought God would. And yet God came.
Where will you look for God to come in love and grace this year?

