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CALL TO WORSHIP—THE LIGHTS OF ADVENT 
 

Many weeks ago, we set out on the Advent road.  Along with Mary and Joseph, we have had a 
growing sense within us that life is far from over, and that it is actually about to begin again.  
We have heard God’s word to us, and tried to remember that God is coming to lift up the 
lowly and feed the hungry, and so we have tried to be in those places where God will be.  We 
have lit candles to mark the way, and tonight we arrive in Bethlehem.  We light this candle of 
Hope as a sign of blessing for the God who comes to us in the baby Jesus, the God who shares 
our humanity and is glad to make a home with us.  And we pass this light along in hope for a 
weary world… 
 

With this light of hope, we light a candle for peace as a sign of praise for the Savior who 
is born not on a throne, but in a manger, not in riches, but in poverty, not among the 
powerful, but among those who need a savior.  “Peace on earth, goodwill to all!”  And 
so we pass this light along for the sake of a weary world… 

 

With this light of peace, we light a candle for love.  “This is love: not that we loved God, but 
that God loved us and sent his Son to redeem us—to redeem us with his own flesh and blood, 
born of Mary, given in love to a world that did not accept him, but a world that he came to 
love just the same.  Christmas is love.  And so we pass this light along out of love for a weary 
world… 
 

With this light of love, we light a candle for joy.  “Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Let 
heaven and earth repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy!”  Every valley shall 
be lifted up, repeat the sounding joy!  The rough places shall be made smooth, repeat 
the sounding joy!  And all flesh shall see the salvation of God, repeat the sounding joy!  
And so we pass this light along to Bethlehem…   

 

From hope comes the light of peace, comes the light of love, comes the light of joy, comes the 
One who is born among us this night a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  “In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with 
God.  All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.  
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.”  Rejoice, Rejoice!  Emmanuel, 
God-With-Us has come to stay.  Let us sing together! 
 

 



HYMN—“O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL” 
 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant 
O come ye, o come ye to Bethlehem 
Come and behold Him, born the King of Angels 
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord 
 
O sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation! 
Sing all ye citizens of heaven above 
Glory to God, glory in the highest 
O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him 
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 
O Hail, Lord we greet thee!  Born this happy morning 
O Jesus, forevermore, be thy name be adored 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing 
O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him 
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 

 



SCRIPTURE READING—Luke 2:1-20 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of David.  He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 
engaged and who was expecting a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child.  And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger.  When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 



HYMN—“WHAT CHILD IS THIS” 
 

What child is this 
Who's laid to rest 
On Mary's lap is Sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
While shepherd's watch are keeping 
This this is Christ the King 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing 
Haste! haste! 
To bring him, laud 
The babe, the son of Mary 
 
So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh 
Come peasant, king to own him 
The King of Kings salvation brings 
Let loving heart enthrone Him 
Raise, raise a song on high 
The virgin sings her lullaby 
Joy, joy for Christ is born 
The Babe, the Son of Mary 
 
Refrain: 
This this is Christ the King 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing 
Haste! haste! 
To bring him, laud 
The babe, the son of Mary 
 
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through 
The cross be borne for me, for you 
Hail, hail the Word made flesh 
The Babe, the Son of Mary 

 

 



 
HYMN—“SILENT NIGHT” 

 
Silent night, holy night 
All is calm, all is bright 
'Round yon virgin Mother and Child 
Holy infant so tender and mild 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
 
Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight! 
Glories stream from heaven afar; 
Heavenly hosts sing Al-le-lu-ia! 
Christ the Savior is born! 
Christ the Savior is born! 
 
Silent night, holy night 
Son of God, love's pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace 
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth 
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

Let us remember the following people in our prayers this week: 
 

The Chopy family, on the passing of Joseph Chopy Sr. 
Cara Burns’ friend Judith Little, on the loss of her son, Dillon 

Raymond La Ninfa 
Lloyd Richmond, Wade Richmond’s father 

Sarah Roque, sister of Amanda Choiniere, continuing treatments for cancer 
Rachael Cassidy, friend of Amanda Choiniere, recently diagnosed with cancer 

Scott Dutilly, a friend of Laurie Ezovski 
Dan Stevenson’s friend, Rich Parkes, who is recovering at home 

Prayers of mercy and healing for Bill Caldwell, who is recovering at home 
Carol Smith, Margaret Ordonez’s sister 

All healthcare providers and essential workers 
Anna Brandenburg-Schroeder, Lea Dau’s sister 

Lisa Fabianski, friend of Diane and Wade Richmond 
Cameron Hewey 
George Labonte 

Karli LamontagneJason Nelson, nephew of Deb Dennis 
Lindsay-Rae, daughter of Jim and Brenda Verdoia 

Joe Machado is requesting prayers for Jake Crane, Joe Resendes,  
Aunt Alice, Cousin Gail, Lucy Gaspar, and family and friends 

 

Please pray for our Chapel members and friends in nursing homes:  
 Irene Smith, Ruth and Fredrick Hooks 

 

If you would like to have a name added to this weekly list of prayers,  
or if you know that a name you added can now be removed, please  

email the office at office@fourcornerschapel.org  
or call the Church Office at (401) 333-6171. 
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